Introduction
Addison's disease is a life-threatening, treatable disorder relying heavily on a high index of clinical suspicion for diagnosis. Addison originally described the common features as: 'anaemia, general languor and debility, remarkable feebleness of the heart's action, irritability of the stomach, and a peculiar change of colour in the skin' (Addison, 1855) . The most striking physical finding in the patient with Addison's disease is the increased pigmentation of the skin and mucous membranes which is said to occur in 92% of patients (Nerup, 1974 (Besser, 1978) , these three consecutive cases which presented to us over a 3-month period illustrate that this is not always so, despite raised levels of ACTH. Raised ACTH is thought to provoke the increase in skin pigmentation seen in Addison's disease. It is possible ACTH did not reach sufficient levels to cause such a reaction in these subjects (Rees, 1977 
